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As the semester draws to a close, we must bid farewell to many of our mentors who shared up to 30 hours mentoring this
semester. We have had excellent feedback with our first semester of Mentor Resource Lab (MRL) work. We have high
hopes that our mentors have had professional opportunities to advance in their abilities while sharing invaluable time with
children who truly gained memorable moments. Mentors dedicate their time, efforts and abilities and this will make a
difference in our community. We do have some mentors who have chosen to stay on with Science Firsthand as long-term
volunteers! A very special thank you to all of our mentors and another great thanks to those mentors who have chosen to
stay on board with Science Firsthand! We truly appreciate you!
This month we also had an opportunity to take several children to visit The University at Buffalo Honors College. This
was a great chance for the children to say goodbye to the mentors who were with them for nearly 3 months. Children were
able to tour the campus and see firsthand where many of their mentors attend classes.
Spencer Gates, a mentor from UB Honors wrote:
The University at Buffalo Honors College has strengthened its partnership with the
Science Firsthand Collaborative of Buffalo. Seventy-five of this year’s colloquium students have partnered with community centers throughout the city to provide inquiry
based science training to children. To facilitate the process of scientific exploration,
Science Firsthand and the Honors College have created an MRL within the Honors
college space where students can come and sign out a wide range of experiment guides
and materials to use at their centers. The Honors College has also collaborated with
Science Firsthand to bring children from these community centers to the UB campus
on two separate occasions for field trips. These children toured the campus, guided by
their colloquium student mentors, and got to see the inner workings of UB’s renowned
Earthquake Center (MCEER).

A word from our Mentor Coordinators:
Angela Lopez (Seneca Babcock Community Center and The Valley): After several requests to build bridges at the Seneca
Babcock Community Center, I gave in. So in an extended science activity, the kids tested their ideas on what it meant to
design and build a bridge-like structure that could bear weight. I set parameters by limiting their materials to 5 branches of
their choosing, 2 pieces of duct tape 8 inches long, and one piece of woolen string 2 ft. long. With this, they were asked to
build a bridge that spanned a 1 yard gap between two tables. I prepared a box of blocks that weighed in at just about 25-30
pounds and gave them 45 minutes to design and build something that could hold those blocks.
Their structures were amazing, their successes surprising,
and their dedication and motivation inspiring. After several
trials, tests, and re-modelings, after the shock, the awe, and
the relief of a project completed, I think they found accomplishment in the sense of a job thoroughly done.
Christi Severson (Afterschool program @ Seneca Street
Church): Our science students at the Afterschool program @
Seneca Street Church have been doing some exciting things
so far this year! Our University at Buffalo college mentors
designed lessons for our students on topics ranging from
phases of matter to physical changes and static electricity.
Chelsea brought in an activity called “color changing milk”
and had the students explore changes in surface tension after
adding soap to milk with food coloring.
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Sean brought in a “Myth Busters” activity about the different phases of water. Students particularly loved trying to push a penny through their ice, or pick up their
ice with salt and a string. Matt and Julie, two of our students, worked with Sean to
draw their conclusions about the phases of water and how it impacts the water cycle
on the board.
November is “energy month” in science and we can’t wait to see what fun things we
can do!
Lynnette Marie Bruce (CEM,
School 6, HOPE FLY, St. John’s
Grace): After nearly a month of
working with Science Firsthand
as a Mentor Coordinator and
Program Manager, I feel like I
have learned so much and continue to do so daily. Delivering
programs at four centers a week
has proven to be both challenging
and rewarding and I am looking
forward to diving into the massive amount of science activities
that I have been researching. Up to this point, I have to say that my favorite activity
has been making slime! Although it proved to be a challenge in terms of clean up
and materials, the high level of excitement and involvement from the kids in my science programs was well worth it. This particular lesson plan proved to me that even
an activity involving making a mess can provide an environment for learning and
embracing curiosity.
My involvement with college mentors is one that will
be growing in the near future.
Up to this point, I have had
the pleasure of working with
Katelin Kostek from Buffalo
State College at my Wednesday
site, Hope FLY. Although her
scheduled volunteer time will
be over by December, Katelin
has decided to continue volunteering at one of my other sites!
Having such a positive experience working with Katelin has made me anxious to begin working with other college
mentors and help them become positive role models in the lives of the children they
will encounter during their volunteer time.

Contact Bill Rogers at
brrrrogers@gmail.com; or call
831-8722. If you are thinking about
becoming a mentor, feel free to join us.
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Ruthie Hobes (Gloria Parks): The science cave has been producing some great experiments. Our experiments have included plenty of fun and of course inquiry based
activities that have led us to become very knowledgeable scientists. Our activities
include a dry ice experiment for Halloween, slippery slime, the cabbage ooze, ghost
writer, the rainbow in the dark and more recently, our wonderful crystal making
experiment. Throughout all of this, science has become a pleasure to teach as well as
learn for both myself and the children. Science actually has become an activity for
children who never liked science, to science being a must at least twice a week for
most of the children.

